
 
 
 
 
 
 

1st ROFFEY SCOUT GROUP 

GSL Report 2015 
Firstly, I feel the need to introduce myself to those of you who don’t know me from the past. I have been a leader at 
1st Roffey since 1977 initially as the Scout Leader for many years until eventually work got in the way and I stepped 
down to an Assistant Scout Leader and remained in that role until January this year. When Graham Penn announced 
his retirement at the back end of 2014, I took over as Group Scout Leader and have now been in the role for 9 
months; it’s a much more demanding role than I ever imagined despite all the years I have spent in Scouting but I 
am grateful for the support from all the leaders, Executive Committee members and parents who have tolerated me 
as I find my feet. 

The Group Scout Leader’s role is essentially one of supporting the adult leaders, making sure they have adequate 
training, and providing the administration that is a part of our everyday life today. I also sit on the Executive 
Committee representing the uniformed sections and working with the committee members to provide whatever it 
takes to deliver Scouting at 1st Roffey. However, I still love being involved with our young members and hope to 
spend more time with them in future. 

I would now like to pay tribute to my predecessor Graham who held the GSL role for several years having also been 
a leader in just about all the sections at one time or another. Both Graham and his wife Cathy, who was GSL before 
him, have worked tirelessly for the Group for many years, raising thousands of pounds through sponsored hikes and 
keeping us all on the straight and narrow. Thanks Graham, from all the young members, adult leaders, parents and 
Executive Committee members for all you have done over the last 25+ years. 

Next I would like to say a big thank you to our current leadership team for all they do week in and week out to 
provide a life changing experience to all of our young members. These are the real stars of 1st Roffey giving up their 
own time to help other people’s children gain in confidence and learn life skills through the Scouting programme. 
Without their enthusiasm there would be no Scout Group but we can always use more adult volunteers.  

I am especially grateful to the Scout section leadership team who have all stepped up to run the section so ably 
whilst our Scout Leader Dave White has been unwell. I am so pleased to see Dave making a good recovery and am 
sure this has been influenced by the knowledge that the Scouts are getting on just fine whilst he recuperates. Dave, 
we miss you but we can cope without you until you are fully fit so focus on that and we hope to see you back in 
early 2016. 

Working habits have changed enormously since I started at Roffey with shift work and working away from home 
now commonplace and impacting on the availability of leaders to contribute. This changes the dynamics of the 
Group as there are often different leaders running the sessions from week to week and this leads on to challenges 
of communication to make sure it all appears to be running smoothly from the outside so to speak. I don’t honestly 
know how they do it sometimes but it works and it benefits all the young members we have which is, after all, why 
each one of us volunteers. 

I am not going to steal the thunder of Section Leaders by listing all the achievements of our youngsters here. 
However, I do want to congratulate them all for all their hard work and for their enthusiasm which is so rewarding 
for all the adult leaders to see.  

On behalf of the leaders and young members I would also like to thank the Executive Committee for all the hard 
work they put in to keep us on such a firm foundation. This year we will complete our extension to the hut providing 
us with vital storage space for all of our equipment. We have also replaced our ailing minibus with a fabulous new 
one and these two projects alone have cost us well over £30k. Without the hard work of Executive Committee none 
of this would have been possible so a big thank you from all of us in uniform for all that you do for us. 

Behind our amazing youngsters are their parents. Like all youth groups, we need the support of parents to bring 
their children to and from meetings and activities, to put their hand in their pockets and to help fund raise. We have 
some fantastic families who offer us 100% support but we also have many who offer us a lot less. We now have a 
situation where the majority of our Executive Committee members no longer have children in our Group yet they 
stay on to help us. We are immensely grateful for that but to future proof our Group we really do need some fresh 
blood. We are currently looking for parents to join the committee as parent representatives of each section as we 
have insufficient representation across all sections. We are also looking for somebody to take over the Secretarial 
role within the next 12 months so if you have any suitable skills and can spare us some time please make contact 



with either myself or the Executive Chairman and we will be pleased to discuss with you what you may be able to do 
to help us. 

With some other Groups in the now combined Horsham District having to be closed primarily because of the lack of 
adult leaders, I am proud to be a part of 1st Roffey where we provide Scouting to 90+ young members with a 
leadership team numbering 20 uniformed adults. We remain one of the strongest and most active Groups in the 
District. Looking forward, 1st Roffey is now planning for the next 5 years until we reach our 100 year Birthday in 
September 2020. However good we think we are now, we can and will get better by developing our leadership and 
support teams and building on our successes to date.  

At 1st Roffey we are all committed to the development of our young members providing life enhancing skills in a 
safe, adventurous and fun environment. Why not join in the fun?  

 

Chris Sillett 

Group Scout Leader. 

 

Beaver Report 2015 
We have had a busy year at Beavers, running at a consistent 24-25 Beavers. We have invested our new beavers in 
the hut, in church and at the camp site! 

We were delighted to welcome Caroline Hay as a Section Assistant and we also have regular help from April Loft 
who has come to us with a keen desire to get involved. 

Our aim this year has been to introduce the Beavers to more ‘scouty’ activities but making sure we have fun while 
we’re at it – in the Autumn term, amongst other things, we followed string trails around the camp site (blindfolded!) 
and had a great evening trying archery as well as looking at air rifles and having fun with Nerf guns. 

In September we took part in the annual Colony Capers event at the camp site and had a great afternoon playing 
games and getting involved which we followed up with the District camp fire – you can’t beat a sausage and a sing 
along around a fire! 

After Christmas we took a look at life in other countries and how to say hello in other languages, we found out 
about Fairtrade food (and tasting of course), Chinese New Year and musical instruments from other countries – that 
was a very noisy evening!  We also treated the Mums to some handmade flowers for Mother’s day. 

We visited Pets at Home as part of our Animal Friend Activity badge and had a visit from one of the Young leader’s 
guinea pigs. 

The Summer Term has been our busiest yet – in the first half term we started off with a fantastic turnout for St 
George’s Day Parade. 

We carried on our aim to introduce the Beavers to the fundamentals of scouting so have spent as much time outside 
as we could.  We started with a very wet walk in the woods to start identifying trees by their leaves, which was 
continued a couple of weeks later at the camp site with some bark rubbing. 

We spent an evening learning the basics of using a compass, mapping out some shapes using paces and compass 
points, another evening building Dens out of sticks and leaves with the young leaders and then one more putting up 
tents. 

Last weekend was our Annual Fun Day and Sleepover Weekend (our third!).  21 Beavers made pirate hats, walked 
the rigging (slack lines), made balistas, baked cakes, found treasure on the island (compass work), followed a 
treasure trail and worked as a team to sail their teams across the stormy seas – oh and there might have been a 
‘little’ water fight? 

9 Beavers stayed for the night in tents in Gummy’s before enjoying a true scout breakfast of cereal, eggy bread and 
bacon (not in the same bowl, we’ll leave that to the scouts!). A couple of games of Man Hunt later and it was time to 
go home! 



We will be awarding 6 Chief Scout Bronze at the final meeting this week as well as a whole host of other badges, and 
our Beaver of the year Award will be presented to Thomas Wood. 

All in all a pretty successful year – the leaders are going for a long lay down now so we can start again in September! 
Any parents that like the look of what we’ve been up to and would like to join in with us next year, or if you can give 
an evening a term to be part of the Executive committee, please let us know. 

 

Cub Report 2015 
We have had 2 successful camps since last AGM plus a sixer and seconder camp. 

We went back to basics with cooking on open fires, building bivvies and a giant Ballista. 

We have had 2 sessions of kayaking at Southwater where we invested a couple of cubs on the lake to make it 
different. 

We had a visit from the West Sussex county caving team where they showed us rope tricks, squeeze box and they 
talked about what they do when underground. 

We visited Warnham nature reserve where we did pond dipping and learnt about conservation 

We had an evening of team building games at the campsite which was great entertainment. 
We have followed some of the challenge badges throughout the terms and had 3 cubs gain their Chief Scout silver 
award. 
We now have a busy term ahead with plenty of activities  

 

Scout Report 2015 
Since the last AGM the Scouts section has been as busy as ever, Summer camp 2014 was in Wareham – Dorset, 
again some great weather and the Scouts were on form as usual. We decided to have a young patrol to try and gain 
experience of running a camp area ready for Rogate 2015. At the end of camp the young lads narrowly missed 
winning the weeks camping competition to a very strong and experienced girls patrol. 

Dave took another crew of Scouts to Duxford Airshow in September and met David Ridgell who had moved to 
Oxford and a new Scout group over the holidays. They had a great day and seeing the Vulcan Bomber take a flight 
seemed to be the highlight for most. 

October saw the Downsman’s Hike competition kick off the new term in Scouting for Roffey and the first of many 
Hike competition we take part in, with a solid performance of 25 mile over the Southdowns the team completed the 
route in 6hrs dead to give Roffey 3rd place overall.  

A trip for the kayakers to Northampton to the river Nene whitewater course training for the river Dart trip, weather 
was not to cold, so we had some good training runs including a run down the course with no boat!! 

  



This year we have been trying to find different activities, so we loaded up and went on a Mushroom hunt in East 
Sussex. Was very interesting and found some very colourful fungi  and a Gnome in the trees…. Attendees have been 
award the Naturalist badge.  

  

 

District Quiz was next on agenda, again Roffey had a good number of Scouts attending the event, eventually running 
out as Team winners for the 2nd Year in a row. 

The 2 Rings in December gave us the second hike competition, and building the map reading knowledge for the 
Scouts… They worked hard and all got home.  

The Section & Group had some sad news announced in the new year; Dave was not well and would be taking some 
time away from Scouting to recover. It left quite an earie silence in the troop and we have all missed him. 

The Mad March Hare night hike competition proved to be a difficult route demosntrated by the Explorer’s sections 
not even completing the challenge – only one team finished. Roffey had a top 5 finish. 

For the Overland competition this year we joined forces with St Leonards to practice and give an opportunity for a 
mixed team, getting more Roffey Scouts to take part in the main event. The practice was really good, thinking that 
we would / could spot the main 4 Scouts for the mixed team, however all the Scouts performed really well and 
made our selection for the team very very difficult indeed.  The main event is 25 miles over 2days carrying all the 
equipment for the weekend. The first day proved very challenging with heavy fog and strong winds at the top of the 
downs. After helping a few lost teams back to the competition campsite the mixed team ran out of time and were 
not allowed to continue on Sunday, which was very sad for the team. It was contested but again no joy, always next 
year!! The Roffey team was doing well and continued to the finish which was a great effort and a team of first timers 
finished in the top 10 which is a great result. 

 

After the Easter break Scouts started the summer programme which was just as busy as we had most evenings at 
the Campsite covering a range of skills. In May we had a weekend camp for the Scouts to brush up on their camping 
skills ready for summer camp. After changing the plans due to the weather we had the hike tents instead of the 
Bashers – disappointed Scouts!  Chris Sillett came to visit and supervised a pioneering project building a Look-out 
tower. The Scouts had great fun trying to build this while learning a new repartee of knots and lashings.  We also 



had our Leader return for a few hours to see how we are all coping without him; it was great for Dave to see 
everybody and introduce himself to some of the newer Scout who joined in the New Year. 

 

We all arrived looking smart for St Georges day with Joseph being given the honour to carry the Troop flag. He 
carried out his duties well and the weather held off for a nice day in the Carfax while we all re-took our promise to 
Scouting. 

The Scouts have had June & July  Kayaking at the lake in Southwater – Thanks to Martin Richardson for his support 
and continuing the work to offer trips away; hope we can get a Medway trip this year after last year we had to miss 
out. We are off to the Nene again in September for the white water practice session with some new faces joining 
the adventure. 

July also gave Roffey a chance to show it’s skill as the District had arranged a new competition involving Air Rifles 
and Archery. The competition was simply to get the best score possible from 5 shots in each discipline. Roffey 
finished  2nd overall as a Team, missing 1st Place by 0.46 points. Individual scores, overall result Joseph Menzies 
White claimed 1st Place by 2.2 points  with 87.3 from a possible 100. Roffey had 6 Scouts in the top 20 for the 
shooting Karla Smith (6th ), Ben Freeland (9th),  Albert Maskell (11th), Owen Menzies-White (17th),  Toby Barnden 
(18th)  and others just outside of a very high scoring event. In the archery Roffey had 3 in the top 20 and did not 
compete so well in this section as we had not really done much practice. 

The competition had 65 Scouts take part as well as a number of Cubs, Explorers and Leader teams. John FitzPatrick 
got 2nd overall in the Leaders event, and Young Leader Zoe won the Explorer’s shooting competition. 

We have had 2 weeks raft building practice before the raft race on Sunday 12th July. We entered several team and 
many parents came to support and cheer the Scout teams along. We even got some adults on the water at the end 
for the leader’s race. 

Summer camp preparations were arranged by Alfie who is working on his campsite permit so he developed the 
programme for this year in Rogate. We had 16 Scouts on camp this year and a great time was had by all developing 
skills and growing as a group of young people. The Patrols had been challenged to the backwoods experience which 
involved cooking a meal in the ground, building a shelter to sleep under for the night and scramble an egg in the 
shell for breakfast, all this with no watches or communication with others. Most of the meals were cooked on an 
open fire with the best meal this year being the chicken curry; all Patrols did a great job.  The trip in to Midhurst was 
interesting, Scouts had to purchase enough food for a 3 course meal and provide the Leaders with a menu to taste 
the skills of each Patrol! One patrol handed back £34 of the £50 budget – Say no more to what we had to taste but 
they enjoyed it!  Scouts had been given a task list to earn extra points for the week’s competition – most took this 
on as a challenge and some not so much!  Some ventured off the list and produced the darkest Nettle tea I have 
seen in a while, but tasted OK, better than the Ginger Beer they produced. The pioneering project was a rope 
bridge, this was a massive project and everyone had a chance to scale the heights and venture across. Overall the 
Scouts did a fantastic job considering their inexperience of previous summer camps. We said goodbye to Joseph 
Menzies White at the end of the Summer Camp as he moves on to Phoenix Explorers.  



Some Scouts have been working on their Amateur radio licence’s which has been run by Mick Senior.  Everything 
has been progressing really well and they hope to take the final exams in time for the annual JOTA (Jamboree on the 
Air) event in November. 

Roffey had the Chief Scout Gold Award presented to Joseph in June – the Troop has not had one awarded for a 
while so congratulations to Joseph from all of us.  

This year the Leaders team have all been supported by parents, other leaders in some difficult times with workloads 
and illness. We want to say thank you to everyone who has helped and been involved with us we could not do what 
we do without your support. 

Dave is recovering well and we all wish him continued success and look forward to welcoming him back to the fold 
soon. 

Scout of the Year and Most improved Scout will be announced at the AGM. Look forward to seeing all the Scout 
parents at the event on the Sunday 20th September 2015. This is your chance to ask the Leader team any questions 
or get involved with the Group, MOST of all 1st Roffey are 95 YEARS OLD!!!!!  Come and celebrate this great team of 
young people. 

Thanks to everyone  

Scout Leader Team  
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18 + plus members, 2 expeditions, 1 new helper, 50 + evenings, 3 competition hikes, 2 national 

events.    

It’s busy at Phoenix Explorer Scout Unit.  And the last year and a half have been no exception. Our 

numbers have grown to over 18 and we have welcomed Explorers into the Unit from Guiding and 

other Scout Groups.  

The emphasis in Phoenix, wherever possible, is for the 

Explorer Scouts to develop their own Explorer Unit and do 

what they enjoy doing within the framework of Scouting.  

The Unit has been lucky to be able to participate in district 

events, organise their own events and enjoy the comradery of 

being able to work with the Scout section, especially with 

competition hikes and canoeing.  

The Explorers have been to 2 national events held at Gillwell Park Scout Activity Centre; Gillwell 24. 

24 hours of fun and activities with around 2000 Explorer Scouts from across the UK, with no sleep. 

With thanks to Explorer Adam Sandle for organising this. Gillwell also host the annual winter / mud 

camp that some of our Explorers participated in.  

On a more local level the Unit has had teams in the Overland Competition 

Hike, along with other competition hikes such as the Mad March Hare and 

Operation Triangle. It is with great thanks that we have had the support 

of the Scout Leaders in organising this.  

A number of the Explorer Scouts are also part of the District Young 

Leaders, a programme of training and development for the young people 

enabling them to put an enormous amount back to Scouting by giving up 

their evenings to support younger members of Scouting in Beavers, Cubs 

and Scouts as Young Leaders.  
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The summer of 2014 saw a trip to the Brecon Beacons for a 

week. Day long hikes around the stunning Brecon Beacons 

Horseshoe Ridge and along the glorious Ystradfellte waterfalls 

ensued and continued the exploration of the area, by going 

caving in Porth Yr Ogof and gorge scrambling near the 

Ystradfellte waterfalls, which included the 18 foot high 

‘Loonies Leap’ in to the river.  

 

In 2015, we ventured to the Peak 

District for 5 more days of adventuring. Back out on long hikes, this time 

taking in the Kinder Plateau, by walking an adapted version of the 

Kinder Round (historically famous for the Mass Trespass), in rain, fog 

and miles of peak bog. With perfect navigation from the well trained 

Explorer Scouts.  The other hike was along the Mam Tor, famously 

known as the Shimmering Mountain, which thankfully blessed us with 

glorious sunshine.   

The Peak District is one of the best places to go climbing and the 

Explorers took up the challenge of a morning on Burbage Edge 

scaling the cliffs, followed by an afternoon of abseiling down the 

80ft Millers Dale Bridge on the Monsal Trail.  The adventure didn’t 

end there, with another day spent underground, exploring the caves 

and mines of the Peak District.  

In 2016 it is expected to return to Switzerland to take on even bigger 

mountains.  

The evening programmes have seen the Explorers do everything 

from craft work, to cooking, to pioneering, orienteering, cycling and hiking, with the addition of fun 

team work based nights such as Ready Steady Cook and Laser Quest.   

 

With the emphasis on fun the Unit cover a balanced programme 

addressing all the zones recommended by the Scout Association, 

of Values and Relationships, 

Global, Community Service, Skills, 

Outdoor and Adventure and 

Physical Recreation. The evening 

programme is devised and developed by the 

young people and wherever possible they organise their own 

excellent evenings, being enabled and supported by the leader 

team where required.  

We are extremely pleased to welcome Martin to the leader team at the Unit who will be working 

with Unit to enable them to continue to enjoy the high quality Explorer Scouting.  Martin has 

children in Scouting and has a very keen in interest in the outdoors and the activities that we do at 

Phoenix Explorer Scouts.  

Lastly, a huge thank you to the Phoenix Explorer Scouts themselves as none of this would happen 

without them. Their emphasis on fun, enjoyment and friendship makes it so worthwhile for 

everyone involved. Thank you.  


