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@  TQ193320  and www.1st-roffey.org.uk  

  
 

    Roger Reed  “Gone Home” 
 

It was with great sadness that we heard of  
the passing of  Roger Reed in July.  

Roger was a former Scout Leader and Group Scout 
Leader with 1st Roffey for many years and, in fact, 
was Scout Leader when I joined the Group as a very 
new and inexperienced Assistant Beaver Scout 
Leader in the late 1980’s.  

I first met Roger when I went to my first ever plan-
ning meeting with Denise, his wife, who was the 
new Beaver Scout Leader.  He greeted me like an 
old friend and immediately made me feel at home. 
That first impression was typical of  Roger. He was 
always a friendly, interested and caring man who, 
as a Scout Leader, always had the interests of  the 
young people uppermost in his mind. 

Several years later, Roger became Group Scout 
Leader and provided the leader team with guidance 
and direction at a difficult time. Roger was always 
very involved in many facets of  Horsham life and fi-
nally resigned as GSL to concentrate on his duties 
with Horsham Rotary Club. 

To everybody who met him, Roger was the consum-
mate scout leader; he was humorous, knowledgea-
ble and caring. Above all, he was a friend. 
 

  Graham Penn  -  Acting GSL 

http://www.1st-roffey.org.uk
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Deanne Ambrose 

      - Group Treasurer 
Deanne.ambrose@uwclub.net 

Leechpool Woods Challenge 

Two of our mums (Nicki Weir & Nicky Francis) 
are organising this fun event for the October half-
term. They will provide a quiz for any child wishing 
to take part to find items in the Forest and the 
clues will give a one word answer. This is open to 
all children, not just members of the Group, 
and can be completed at any time during the 
holiday. There will be a charge for each child’s 
entry and a prize will be awarded to the overall 
winner. A great way to keep the kids occupied for 
an afternoon. 

GIFT AID 

As always, this is one of our biggest ways of providing funds for the Group. For those new to 1st Roffey, if 
you are a UK taxpayer we can claim back the Income Tax that you havre paid on your subscription (just un-
der 28%). It might not much on one child’s subs, but we have been able to claim approximately £1,200 per 
year and could claim more—but we need you to complete the declaration that we gave you when your child 
joined. If you ned another form, just let me know and I can easily provide it and, if anyone wants further de-
tails, please just ask me.. My telephone number is 01403 260939.. 

Some parents have indicated that, due to  busy schedules, they cannot always give their time but would 
like to make a donation directly to the fund. If this is the case,payments can be done by cheque (marked 
“Donation” on the back0 or directly into the 1st Roffey Scout Group bank account (sort code 30-94-41, ac-
count no. 00315220) and marked “Donation”. 

The Fundraising Committee has been very busy and has come up with a number of 
ideas to help us reach our target for building the new extension to the Group HQ.  

E-Bay 

One of the team has kindly volunteered to set 
this up and, at the present time, we are in the plan-
ning stage. The hope is that when you clear out your 
cupboards and attic, you might think about donating 
unwanted items to the Group and we will sell them 
on E-Bay. 

Once this is up and running, we will be letting you 
know and giving more information. 

Tea Towels 

Some of you will already be familiar with these 
through the schools. Over the next few weeks, our Bea-
vers and Cubs will be preparing their “self-portraits” 
which will then be printed on tea towels, which we very 
much hope you will purchase! They will be a wonderful 
souvenir of your child’s time at 1st Roffey and make 
great Christmas presents. 

Christmas Carols and Raffle 

The Carol Singing and Raffle will be held on Friday 
16 December. Once again, we will be asking for your 
donations to make up Christmas Hamper prizes—we 
had some wonderful donations last year. 

Our “Olympic 2012” Cycle Challenge 

It is hoped that this will be held in May and will be our 
major sponsorship event. The idea is that we aim to 
complete 2012 laps of a course on either cycles or, in 
the case of small children, scooters. 

Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Stakes 

If you have been to a Horse Racing  evening, you will know how much fun it is. For those who have not, 
the races are provided by way of video and bets are placed as in normal racing environments. Winners re-
ceive their cash and profits go to the Group. You will be invited to bring along your own refreshments 
(squash etc. will be proved, but anything stronger you will have to bring along yourselves in accordance with 
the Licencing Laws) 
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Outdoor Scouting 
 
Both Cubs and Scouts had very successful camps; the Cubs at Pease Pottage in May and the Scouts in 
Dorset in July.   
 
Cathy and I were the service crew for the Cub camp and it was wonderful to see what a great time they all had. 
There was much laughter and cheekiness across the ages, from the more seasoned hands right down to those 
newly-arrived from Beavers. Akela and Shanti worked very hard and got up at some unearthly hours to quieten 
down the first night (early morning ?) enthusiasm. As always, second night was  quieter as the programme ensured 
that by bed time they were suitably exhausted, so that everybody got a decent night’s sleep! 
 
Thanks are also due to no small extent to John Boulton, Eric Sylvester, and  Christine Harrison who camped 
for the weekend and without whose help the camp could not have happened.  Chris Sillett also provided the Cubs 
with one of his camp fires and conducted matters in his own inimitable fashion. John and Eric have been helping at 
Cubs for some time now and are now officially Pack Assistants even though both of their respective children have 
moved up to Scouts. They are essential to the running of the pack meetings and clearly do enjoy it, as well. 
 
I visited the Scouts at Colgate when they had a practice camp in June and was thoroughly impressed by the stand-
ard of camping and above all by the attitude of the Scouts. When we spent a few days at the Dorset camp it was 
therefore no surprise to see how well they managed themselves and clearly that they were having a superb time. I 
know that John F has included some “soundbites” in his account and one of the matters referred to was the camp 
shower. Some things don’t change and Scouts (both boys and girls) do tend to get a bit smelly by the end of the 
week. This will usually follow inspections where Scouts will assure Leaders that they have washed even though all 
towels are dry and soap is still in the wrapper. They lose marks in the camp competition, but still seem to invent 
more complex ways of avoiding washing, to the point where it would actually be easier to do it. So sometimes a 
compulsory wash is required ! 
 
The overall impression was of great fun and thanks are due to Dave, John, John, Craig, James, Alfie and Cath 
Lucy for all their hard work. 
 
The Explorers had a summer expedition to the Lake District and did some serious hill walking, including the climb-
ing of Scafell Pike. Again, thanks are due to the Leaders, Trev and Gareth, for all they do and the time they give 
up. 

Onwards and Upwards ….. But not alone….. 
 
We now approach the Autumn and early winter so activities move indoors although the early weeks of autumn 
have still seen some time spent at the Campsite.  
 
Several of your children will have moved up a section and will have found that the older age group is very differ-
ent to what they have been used to. 
 
Sometimes, I think that the Beavers or Cubs don’t realise that their older friends have moved 
up to Cubs or Scouts, so it is a surprise when they arrive on the first night to find that they 
already know a large number of the Cubs or Scouts. Their predecessors, of course, also 
moved up when they left the section. So the message is they are not moving into the un-
known, they are really just catching up with the others.  

GROUP BITS & BOBSGROUP BITS & BOBS  Graham Penn—Acting GSL 

 Ruminations  

 If you spin an oriental person around three times, do they become disoriented? 

 If you try to fail, and succeed, which have you done? 

 Whose cruel idea was it for the word “LISP” to have “S” in it? 

 Can an atheist get insurance against Acts of God? 

 Would a fly without wings be called a walk? 
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Summer Camp - Wareham 2011. 
 

This Year we had our youngest Troop of Scouts and newest Patrol Leaders on Camp. Trying to get them ready 
for the week ahead was fun, with a few practice weekend camps for cooking, tent pitching and general camp 
knowledge. All the Leaders have been pleasantly surprised by how well the Scouts completed the week’s tasks; we 
had a visit from the GSL who was very pleased to see the happy campers doing so well. WELL DONE TO YOU 
ALL!   The Leaders had an enjoyable Camp.  

 

The Camp Competition was close this year, going to the final day when Cobras (Zoe FitzPatrick, Heather Lind-
field, India Belfield, Alice Rhodes the All Girl and Max Moore Patrol, plus our youngest Patrol) came out as this 
year’s WINNERS!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We had a special investiture at Bovington tank museum: Alice Rhodes took her promise to the Scout Troop al-
most on the Chieftain Tank.  

Scout Troop News 

As 
Cobras 
won, 
they 
have 

beaten 
the 

Boys to 
a meal 
out on 
Dave. 

The feedback from Scouts : 
 

India Belfield was on her first camp and wrote:      It was funny to be woken up by the Air Raid Siren every morn-
ing. 
 

Ethan Belfield said:    Summer Camp was awesome he enjoyed making the Ballisters and spending time with his 
mates. He loves his camp nickname of SHEEEP! 
 

Craig Fowler made references to what he liked:    late nights, shooting and the assault course. 
References of what Craig did not like:    Washing, Dave’s jokes and press ups…. 
 

Paul Ambrose commented :    I arrived on the second day of camp, the hard work of putting tents up had been 
done…  we did lots of Scouting activities, the orienteering in my Patrol was not good as we left first and got back 
last. I enjoyed everything about the summer camp without my Big Brother being there.  
 

Oliver Whorwood wrote:   Camp was really good despite getting Hayfever and looking like Harry Potter.  We 
had to have a Camp shower before we went out to the Tank museum, it was great fun but very COLD 
( Brrrrrrrr ).   
 

Louis Timperley:    We must have had a good camp because Dave complained that how much we smelt….. 
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Colgate’s Cool 

Summer is always the busiest term for scouting activities and all the sections have been very active over the 
last few months.  

We are very fortunate to have such a superb facility as the District campsite at Colgate where our youngsters 
(and not so youngsters) can roam the woodland and still be enclosed within a safe environment. All the sections 
spent some time at the campsite this summer and I know that Scouts and Cubs  had most, if not all, of their sum-
mer meetings up there. Much of the programme is designed towards practical skills and the campsite enables 
those skills to be taught and practiced in ideal surroundings. 

 

GP 

Beer, Burgers etc. 

Leaders went to raise some funds for the Scouts by 
supplying Burgers and Hotdogs at the Frog and Night-
gown’s annual Classic Car show on Father’s Day. 
Great effort and great fun, we have been invit-
ed back for the Firework event…..   

Watch this space as we might need some 
help as we also have a team going to kayak on 
the river Dart that weekend.   

 Scout Troop News  continued…. 

Comings and Goings 

Moving on after Summer Camp is James Lind-
field, Congratulations James; we wish you all the 
best in the Phoenix Explorer Unit. 

New Scouts arriving from Cubs after the Sum-
mer term are Finn Doran, Kirsty Silvester, Myles 
Edwards and Kieran Boulton. Welcome and 
hope you enjoy your time in Scouts. 

Welcome back to James Richardson who re-
turns from Exeter to help the Leaders on a Thurs-
day. 

Wet Gear 

Kayaking Trip on the River Medway was one of our 
largest groups this year, with more Kayak shoots to slide 
down made it good fun, although Max Moore wanted to 
get a closer look at how they are constructed and came 
down head first…  Looking forward to the Nene and Dart 
trips later in the year. 

Scout trip planned in October to go Scuba Diving – 
PADI Bubblemaker,  

Future plans 

The Scouts that have been selected for PL/APL 
training weekend on the 7-9

th
 October are Max 

Moore, Paul Ambrose, Oliver Field, William Salter 
and Callum Joslin.  

Good Luck Boys enjoy the weekend away; look 
forward to hearing all about it when you return. 

There is a change in the Beaver section where Carol Whiteford has decided to step down 

as Beaver Leader, but will still help out on occasions.  

We are immensely grateful to Carol for her dedication to the role and for taking up the reins 
at a difficult time and we are also pleased that Carol will still be involved with 1st Roffey and 
continue to bring her unique sense of humour to events.  

Alex Fitzpatrick has agreed to take on the role of Beaver Leader and we are very grateful 

to her. Carol is in the process of handing over to Alex and I am sure that Alex will make a su-
per Leader. Change is inevitable in the leader team and again I would emphasise that we do 
depend upon our parents to lend a hand in order to be able to provide your children with a full 
and stimulating programme.  

  Beaver Colony NewsBeaver Colony News 

Leadership Changes 
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Graham Whymark 
 Cub Scout Leader    Cub Pack News Cub Pack News  

Times Out ….. 

Last term ended with the pack 
spending evenings up at the campsite 
doing the sort of ‘scouting’ activities 
that Bear Grills (the Chief Scout) wants 
young people to learn, including track-
ing, fire lighting, bivouac making, finish-
ing the term with a mini 
barbeque. 

Those cubs who 
attended camp and the 
above activities will be 
getting their Outdoor 
Challenge Badge. 

The New Season  

For our first meeting at the start of the Autumn Term, the cubs 
were re-arranged into new sixes and new sixers and seconders ap-
pointed. This was because we welcomed 5 new Beavers coming up 
to cubs and we had lost most of our sixers to Scouts.  

The rest of the evening was spent playing "Getting to Know You" 
games so that the new cubs could feel at home. 

Times In …..  - When Akela’s away 

The following week Akela was on holiday so the cubs were in-
vited to bring their board games along to the meeting. and spend 
the evening having some good old fashioned fun playing games 
like Chess, Ker Plunk, Cluedo, Downfall, Snakes & Ladders and 
similar games. It's amazing how quiet the cubs are when they are 
concentrating on a board game!! 

The second week that Akela was away, we invited Mrs Lesley 
Hendy to attend our meeting. Mrs Hendy is a retired drama teach-
er and she entertained the cubs with various games on how to 
hone their listening skills, and got them performing little sketches. 
It was a lively evening but very educational and the cubs were giv-
en lots of information to help them learn to listen more intently. 

I have finally managed a first .... A 
hike where we didn’t get lost! We took 
the pack around Leechpool Woods in 
the dark, managed to keep to the right 
path and arrived back at our starting 
point on time.  I had no complaints 
from the cubs so assume they all had 
a good evening. 

1st Roffey Cub Scouts in Leechpool Woods, In The Dark 


